
Carl Friedrich Gauss 

 

Born: 1777                  Nationality: German 

Died: 1855          Motto: pauca sed matura 

Carl Friedrich Gauss worked in a wide 

variety of fields in both mathematics and 

physics. He published over 150 works and 

made such important contributions as the 

fundamental theorem of algebra. He also 

made important contributions to 

astronomy.  

At the age of seven, Carl Friedrich Gauss 

started elementary school, and his potential 

was noticed almost immediately. His 

teacher was amazed when Gauss summed 

the integers from 1 to 100 instantly.  

Mathematics 

Calculated Pi to 16 decimal places       

3.1415926535897932 

Construction of 17 sided polygon 

The construction of a regular 17-gon by 

ruler and compasses- Heptadecagon 

 

Curvature 

Gauss also studied curvature and one 

discovery, which he called the Remarkable 

Theorem, shows us the best way to eat a 

pizza. He described curvature as negative 

(left), zero (middle) or positive (right).  
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It turns out that by holding pizza in a certain 

way (right) it gives it a line of zero curvature 

and therefore keeps it up right and the 

topping kept on it.  

 

 

 

The binomial theorem  

Binomial- Expression consisting of two 

terms 

The binomial Theorem looks at the 

expansion of brackets 

(a+b)0 = 1 

(a+b)1 = a+b 

(a+b)2 = a2 + 2ab + b2 

(a+b)3 =  a3 + 3a2b + 3ab2 + b3 

The coefficients (number in front of a letter) 

of the terms come from Pascal’s Triangle. 

 

10 Deutsch Marks 

When Germany had their own currency 

Gauss appeared on the 10 mark note along 

with his bell curve.  

 

 

 

Quotes 

“It is not knowledge, but the act of learning, 

not possession but the act of getting there, 

which grants the greatest enjoyment.” 

 

“Life stands before me like an eternal 

spring with new and brilliant clothes.” 

 

“When I have clarified and exhausted a 

subject, then I turn away from it, in order to 

go into darkness again.” 

 

“I have had my results for a long time: but I 

do not yet know how I am to arrive at 

them.” 
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